Schedule of Meeting Times:
WKAC 1080 AM Sunday  7:30 AM

Study Sunday 10:00 AM
Worship Sunday Morn  11:00 AM
Worship Sunday Eve 5:00 PM

“I tell you, no, but
unless you repent,
you will all
likewise

perish,”

—Luke 13:3

E The Bible o
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“Examine everything carefully...” —1 Thessalonians 5:21 NASB

Singing every 2™ Sunday evening
Study Wednesday
Preacher / bulletin editor:
Kris Vilander, (256) 472-1065
E-mail: kris@haysmillchurchofchrist.org
Website: www.haysmillchurchofchrist.org

7:00 PM
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Work We All Can Do

by Bubba Garner

August 20, 2023

Lawn Mowing (week starting): Kris (6),
Marty (13), Stanley (20), Larry (27)

Area Meetings: Eastside (Russellville),
Justin Roberson, 8/20-25; Hillsboro

Servants during August:
Songleader: Peter (6), Stanley (13),
Larry (20), Peter (27)
Reading: Larry

Announcements: Marty

Table: Stanley, Mike M, Peter, Marty
Wednesday Lesson: Kris (2), Larry (9),

Stanley (16), Kris (23), Larry (30)

Hays Mill church of Christ
21705 Hays Mill Road
Elkmont, AL 35620

Heights, Ken Chapman, 8/27-31

The Bible is about people. As God
unfolds His great plan of redemption,
He weaves in the stories of different
men and women used to accomplish
His purposes. And while they are just
people, we become so involved in the
lives of Joseph, David, Hannah, and
Peter that we feel like we know them.
We see ourselves in them. We name
our children after them. They are our
heroes.

But the same Bible reveals another
cast of characters. Their names do not
appear in a great chapter on faith.
Their stories are not as familiar, even
among the children of God. They are
the ones who quietly enter the stage,
play their part, and then just as
quietly exit back into obscurity. But
they are people known to God and
used by God, just as He used
Abraham, Moses, and Mary. In His
kingdom, everyone is essential.

In the service of the King, there is
work that we all can do. Some seem
to suffer from the misconception that
since they can’t do very much they

might as well not do anything at all.
They think to themselves, “I'll never
teach like he can” or “I'm not as
talented as she is.” Yet God has never
said He would hold us accountable for
someone else’s abilities and gifts. He
expects us to do what we can do, not
what he or she can do.

The work is for all of us, every
laborer in the vineyard. God still uses
people to bring about His plans and
purposes. He has a place for you. |
offer three simple questions to help
determine if you are doing all that you
can do.

How much do you give? That is,
how much do you give of yourself?
Many people only see the church as
an organization that owes them
something. That’s why so many
church signs and advertisements are
filled with invitations to join their
youth group or singles ministry or
some other social club. People want
to know what they can receive
without ever thinking about what
they can contribute.



But how much do you give?
Everyone has something to put in.
There’s no gift too small, no act of
service that goes unnoticed. What did
Jesus recognize about the woman
who broke the costly bottle of
perfume and anointed His head? “She
has done what she could,” Mk 14:8.
And because of that, “wherever the
gospel is preached in the whole
world, what this woman has done will
be spoken of in memory of her.”
When you give your all, you’ll be
amazed at what you get out of it.

Do you have room for the
kingdom? We sing all the time that
there is room in the kingdom for you,
but do you have room for the
kingdom in your life? We bend over
backwards to make accommodations
for everything else in our busy
schedules, and the Lord usually ends
up with the leftovers or is left out
altogether. That’s not right.

Most Christians would tell you that
their relationship to God is the most
important thing in their life. But what
would their calendar tell you? What
would their checkbook tell you? What
would their lives tell you? There is
work that we all can do. Let’s make
certain to make room for it.

Is your family first? God is our
Father. We are His children. That

makes us brethren. That makes us
family. But we are not family in name
alone. There is a body of work that
accompanies this body of believers, a
responsibility to be borne by all. And
we need every part doing its part.

On the Day of Judgment, the
Shepherd will separate the family
from the strangers. Those on His right
hand will be invited to “inherit the
kingdom prepared for you from the
foundations of the world,” Mt 25:34.
What great work did they
accomplish? They fed the hungry,
they clothed the naked, they visited
the sick. By serving their brethren,
they served their Brother Himself.
Those on the left will be cast “into the
eternal fire, prepared for the devil
and his angels,” Mt 25:41. They saw
the same hungry people, but they
were too busy to feed them. They felt
compassion on the sick, but they
figured someone else would visit
them. They never understood that
the smallest deeds of kindness were
of first importance to the Father.

Let’s not wait too late to labor.
There is work that we all can do right
now. And when we spend ourselves in
His service, we can rest assured that
our names will be written in the
Lamb’s book of life. L4

& Remember in Prayerss

Mike B has an appointment this
Monday with experts in Nashville;
Alice and Stanley’s grandson Andrew
had tests for possible diet concerns.
Please continue to pray for them and

Betty; Carolyn; Dot; John, Sylvia, and
Paige Pollard; Joyce; Deborah, and
Serenity; Pam and Julie—and those
affected by wildfire in Hawaii,
particularly the brethren. £
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by Robert F. Turner

As Joshua fought the Amorites, in
taking the land of Canaan for Israel, five
kings were trapped in a cave and
captured. Joshua had the men brought
forth, and said unto his chief men of
war, “Come near, put your feet on the
necks of these kings,” Josh 10:24. It was
a graphic symbol of triumph and
submission.

Later, Ruth lay at the feet of Boas,
Ruth 3:1ff, giving herself to him. Mary
sat at Jesus feet, and Paul was brought
up “at the feet” of Gamaliel, Lk 10:39;
Acts 22:3, meaning; they submitted
themselves for instruction. The early
Christians sold their possessions they
brought the “..proceeds of the sales
and lay them at the apostles’ feet”—
giving them control of the fund—
putting it at their disposal, Acts 4:34,35.

So, it came as no surprise when we
read that God “He put all things in
subjection under His [i.e., Christ’s] feet,
and gave Him as head over all things to
the church, which is His body, the
fullness of Him who fills all in all,”
Eph 1:22,23. The church at Christ’s feet,
means He has the control; we
constitute His church only to the extent
we submit ourselves to Him.

The submission must be complete.
Though our submission is an act of our
free will, it is as complete as that of the
kings to Joshua. Paul writes, “Or do you
not know that your body is a temple of
the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you
have from God, and that you are not
your own? For you have been bought

with a price: therefore glorify God in
your body,” 1 Cor 6:19,20.

We must “sit at His feet” to receive
instructions. In this there is submission
of our will to His. Like Mary, we develop
a “singleness” of heart; knowing “one
thing is needful” rather than the
multiple cares and distractions of this
life. None who “hunger and thirst” for
righteousness, “at His feet,” will go
unfilled, Mt 5:6. But the “oncer
attender,” “seldom-get-to-class,”
“never-study-at-home” kind of church
member makes a mockery of sitting “at
Jesus’ feet.” The meaning of the figure
is completely lost on such.

When we are truly “at His feet” we
consign our soul to His power and
keeping. We are His to use, a “living
sacrifice,” Rom 12:1 a “slave” of Christ,
1 Cor 7:22. But we are also His to keep.
“Therefore humble yourselves under
the mighty hand of God, that He may
exalt you at the proper time, casting all
your anxiety on Him, because He cares
for you,” 1 Pet 5:6,7. There is security at
the feet of Jesus, and “peace which
surpasses all comprehension,” Phil 4:7.

Christ’s ultimate victory will see
“...all enemies under His feet. The last
enemy that will be abolished is death,”
1 Cor 15:25,26. And there is a triumph
for Christians too, with all things “under
his feet,” Heb 2:6-8. But we can attain
unto this high plane intended for us by
our Maker, only as we submit to the
Lord. Obedience is freely rendered by

those who truly “sit at Jesus’ feet.”
—via Plain Talk, June 1968 L1



